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Firſt Principles of Cbriſtianity. 


HE B. 12. 


Ye have need that one teach you which be the 
Principles of the oracles of God, 


XX HOEVER is aquainted with this 

w Xepiſtle to the Hebrews will eaſily ob- 
7 ſerve, that all ſaid there of Jeſus Chriſt's 
eternal Godhead, of his being the crea- 
tor, the upholder, and heir of all things, and his 
being above all angels, heavens, prophets, &c. is to 
magnify the doCtrine of his atonement, which is 
throughout treated of in ſuch a manner, as is not 
beſide in any part of the bible. 

The author makes all the prieſts, laws ſacrifices, 
the temple, and even the ſacerdotal veſtments and 
ceremonies to be ſhadows only of the Redeemer 
and his offering himſelf up like a lamb, by 
which he makes perfect all them that are ſanctifi- 
ed. Hence is is that he eſteems all the other doc- 
trines only as the firſt principles of chriſtianity, and 
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little in compariſon of this which he calls perfeaion ; 
becauſe this made perfect the ſalvation, and finiſhed 
iniquity, made an end of ſin, brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, blotted out the cor and its cauſe, 
opened the gate of heaven, reconciled the world to 
God, deſtroyed death, ſpoiled him that had the power 
of it, that is the devil, and obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us; fo that properly, above all other doc- 
trines, this deſerves to be termed the doctrine of 
perfection, as it is many times called by the apoſtle 
in this epiſtle, but particularly when he ſays,“ there- 
fore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
namely, the laying the foundation of repentaiice 
from dead works, and of faith towards God, of the 
doctrine of baptiſm, of laying on of hands, of the 
reſurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment, 
let us go on unto perfeCtion ;” from which time he 
oes on to ſpeak of the new covenant in the blood 
of Chriſt, of his prieſthood and ſacrifice, when he 
offered up his own body once for all, by which, he 
faith, ** We are ſanctified and perfected.” Alfo in 
the courſe of his doctrines he ſhews, how little 
effect the daily} ſacrifices, ſprinkling of the blood 
of bulls and goats, &c, had on thoſe who attended 
ſuch a worſhip, ſeeing, they did not make them 
rfect; for, he ſays, If nerfetion was by thatprieſt- 
E then there would have been no need of another 
prieſt to come after the order of Melehiſedech;“ but 
he concludes, the law made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope did,“ and that Chriſt 
crucified is the true doctrine of perfection. 
We muſt not, however, deſpiſe the firſt principles 


of Chriſt; they are ſacred truths, and lead and point 


to his atonement, as the ſteps led up to the 
temple, Of theſe, as they are mentioned in this 
epiitle, I will ſpeak in a particular manner, and 

begin 
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begin with the docttine of repentance from dead 
works. 

All works done without a living faith in Chriſt 
muſt be reckoned dead, for they are fo in the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do. Chiefly all the 
works of the fleſh are dead; namely, idolatries, 
blaſphemies, ſwearing, idle jeſting, and ſongs of 
the drunkard, lies, uncleanneſs, whoredoms, mur- 
ders, thefts, banquetings, pleaſures, covetouſneſs, 
anger, revenge, envy, railing, injuſtice, cruelty, &c. 
theſe are all dead works, and are the fruits of dead 
men who have never been quickened by Chriſt Jeſus, 
Theſe have ſprung out of a dead and unbelieving 
nature, and thoſe who do ſuch things, all lovers of 
the world and the things of the world, are dead to 
God, while they live, 

This is eaſily conſented to by the ſerious and more 
devout part of mankind, and fince they avoid the 
danger of running into theſe think themſelves ſafe, 
and eſpecially if, on the other fide, they are exer- 
eiſed in works of piety, faſting, alms, prayer, 
reading the ſcriptures, going to church, &c. but 
herein is alſo danger, for till we are made alive by 
the Holy Spirit, and adopted into God's family, we 
alſo are dead, and our works dead works, and muſt 
be repented of, as well as our known fins. Who- 


ever is not born again is at beſt but a ſervant in 


God's houſe, and a“ ſervant abideth not in the kouſe 
always, but a ſon abideth always” let him value his 
works as much as he pleaſes, and let it be highly 
eſteemed among men, yet where they have not been 
done out of a heart wherein the love of God is ſhed 
abroad by the Huly Ghoſt, they are not works, 
and are only ſet up in the room of Chriſt; and be- 
cauſe of this, they are in the fight of God an abo- 
nination, There are many ſerious and ſober people 
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in the world who are quite ignorant of the righte- 
ouſneſs of God revealed by faith, and who cannot 
truſt the blood and obedience and tender mercy of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore try to make a righteouſ- 
neſs of their own works, and comfort 2 that 
they are better than others, ſetting up this for the 
cauſe of their acceptance above, and ſo run into 
groſs idolatry, and depend and truſt the works 
of their hands, ** which is the abomination which 
makes deſolate,” ſtanding in the ſtead of Chriſt, where 
it ought not. All this is building upon ſand, and 
what muſt fall before the throne in the day of 
trial ; they are dead works, and not built upon the 
Rock. However ſuch people may think well of 
their lives and works now, yet when our Saviour 
ſhines upon them, and enlightens their eyes to ſee 
and judge righteous judgement, they will find ſo 
much pride, wandering, oſtentation, ſelfiſhneſs, 
and fin mingled in all their holieſt deeds, that they 
will be aſhamed of all they have done, and loath and 
abhor themſelves for eſteeming the beſt work or 
moſt commendable action they ever did better than 
droſs and dung, and repent heartily of their pride 
and felf conceit. 

The prince of this world has found means to de- 
ceive in every thing, and in nothing more than in 
the doQtrine of repentance ; for generally no more is 
meant by it by people of our time, than leaving 
groſs fins, and changing a wild and wicked beha- 
viour into a life of ſobriety and religion There 
are indeed a few who carry the matter further, and 
allow of no ſound converſion unleſs the ſinner has 
been firſt awakened and alarmed with the terrors 
and thunders of the law, under which he cries out 
and is atirighted exceedingly, ſo that he does not 
only leave off his fin, but trembles day and night 
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for fear of God's judgment; and. this is called by 


divines legal repentance, and often wears of en- 
tirely, as in the caſe of Elau, Pharaoh, and others, 
who for a while wete very penitant, but afterwards 
grew worſe than ever In this manner drunkards, 
whoremongers, rioters, and ienſualifts of all kinds 
repent. When they have gone further than ordinary 
in ſin, or fallen worſe than uſual, for a while the 

cannot ſpeak for tears, are aſhimed to lift up their 
heads, they make vows to be better, and tremble 
like Balaam when the angel met him with his word 
drawn in his hand; but in a day or two they 
turn again “ as a dog to his vomit, and as a ſow 
that was waſhed to wallow in the mire,” and this 
lait ſtate is worſe than the firſt, Or perhaps they 
ſatisfy themſelves in abſtaining from outward fins, 
without coming to Chriſt crucitied, and obtaining 
pardon: and a new heart from him, and ſo nuthin 

farther is the fruit but a moral life; and ſtul, 
though they have a name to live, like the church of 
Sardis 1n the Revelations, they are dead, and without 
the Son of God in the world, and ſo without life, 
True and goſpel repentance goes far more abundant- 
ly, aul is, like faith, a divine work of our Saviour, who 
was exalted to give repentance to his people. A pe- 
nitent man is one to whom our Saviour has called, 
as he did to Saul, and arreſted him, as it were, with, 
Why perſecuteſt thou me? Such ſtand aſtoniſhed 
before God, and can neither eat, drink, or fleep in 
peace ; they have obtained ſuch a fight of fin in 
their own natural heart, body, and foul, and in all 
they have ever done, that their ſpirits fink and fail, 
and with a thirſt and longing for mercy unſpeak- 
able, they turn and look towards him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn for him.” Nor can they 
take pleaſure any more in the world, or in their 


former 
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former company, or delights, the Lord has min- 
gled wormwood and gall with every thing, and 
now they would give the world to be aſſured 
that Chriſt has forgiven them: They are in Peter's 
eaſe after our Saviour looked upon him, their very 
inmoſt heart and ſoul is melted, they weep and 
ſigh continually, and have no reſt till they have 
got a reſt for their ſouls, 

If you would know what repentance is current be- 
fore the Searcher of hearts, it is that which is learn- 
ed at the foot of the croſs, and begins at the-death 
of Chriſt. No one has a right ſenſe of fin but by 
Jooking to Jeſus, or rather by Jeſus's looking upon 
him ; there he ſees what ſin is, and that it could not 
be purged away but by the blood of God; there is 
known what a diſpleaſing and hateful thing it muſt 
have been, that it ſo oppreſſed and weighed down 
with intolerable pain and anguiſh the only begotten 
of the Father, When the Holy Spirit leads a finner 
to behold the Lamb, and ſhews him how his ſins 
tore and grieved him, how it afflicted and bruiſed 
his ſoul, and made him travail like a woman in her 
pangs, he forſakes for ever all his fin, ſinks down, 
and begs for pardon, he loves the Saviour, he is 
overcome and ſick of love, he mourns and lan- 
guiſhes for his ſalvation and righteouſneſs, and at- 
tains it to his heart's joy for ever. This is a re- 
pentance from dead works, a true evangelical repent- 
ance, not to be repented of. g 

A ſecond principle of chriſtianity is faith towards 
God. This alſo has been mimicked by the deceiver, 
and men have learned to ſay I believe, who do not 
know what they mean, his has been the reaſon 
why conſenting to a divine truth, ſuch as the my- 
ſtery of the Trinity, the divinity and miracles of 


Chriſt, &c. has been called faith, whereas all pro- 
e feſſors 
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feſſors of orthodox chriſtianity have this, who never- 
theleſs may be ſtrangers to that faith once delivered 
to the ſaints, This faith, which is called here “faith 
towards God,” and in other places“ faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” is a certain work of the Holy 
A Ghoſt in the heart, whereby the poſſeſſors of it lay 
Z hold on redemption, and appropriate the Lamb and 
ö his merits and righteouſneſs to themſelves. It is 
the very evidence, witneſs, and poſſeſſing of our Sa- 
viour, who is unſeen, and brings with it bleſſedneſs, 
peace, life, and the kingdom of God, 

According to the ſcriptures, a man cannot be a 
believer without being born of God and having eter- 
nal life in him, Nor is any thing in the new Teſta- 
ment more clear, or oftener aſſerted than that, 
*©W hoſoever believeth in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be ſaved,” 
and this experience proves true, for none have pe- 
riſhed finally who believed; they, already, have a 
heaven upon earth; it is the very means whereb 
they eſcape the curſe of the law, are ſaved from 
wrath to come, and live and die happy. As dear 
children ſo do they believe the ſcriptures, depend 
firmly upon the promiſes, are obedient to their hea- 
veniy Father, and without wanting to define the 
= myſtery or to have it explained to their underſtand - 
ing, they believe Jeſus is God from everlaſting, and 
the ſame with his Father and the Holy Ghoſt ; they 
believe his chaſte and miraculous comception and 
birth, his doctrines, and death inſtead of his peo- 
ple, and that, in our weak fleſh and blood, he who 
was Jehovah very and true God, did ſuffer, bleed, 
die, rife again, and aſcend into heaven, where he is 
bodily, and with his own blood, in preſence of all 
the Spirits of juſt men made perfect, and in the fight 
of all the holy angels, | 
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But they believe more, and herein they differ from 
ſuch as profeſs the truth, or have the form of god- 
lineſs and ſpeak found words, but are without the 
power; for they know our Saviour, they have peace 
with him, they have got abſolution and pardon from 
him, they have his righteouſneſs, they haye his Spi- 
rit, they have the foretaſte and earneſt of their ever- 
laſting inheritance. This they enjoy by believing, 
and as ſurely as if they lived by ſight, I mean, as 
ſurely as if Jeſus walked about with them, talked 
with them, as if they Jay down in his arms, as if 
they ſaw him. Faith is the ſoul's ſenſes, it sEESs 
Jetus, HEARs him, TASTES how good he is, follows 
him by the ſavour or SMELL of his good ointments, 
FEELS his love, and to all intents and purpoſes 
they are ſaved, There need not be ſaid much about 
it, **for whoſo believeth hath the witneſs in himſelf,” 
and though he has not ſeen Chriſt, he is bleſſed 
in believing in him. 

This is the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; this 
is the one faith, which the prophets and fathers 
had, who before hand ſaw the ſufferings of Chriſt, and 
the glory that ſhould follow, and were themſelves 
partakers afar off in his lalvation ; for having had his 
righteouſneſs imputed to them, they walked with 
God, received the“ witneſs that they pleaſed God, 
they died in faith, and God was not aſhamed to be 
called their God.“ By this faith Iſaiah, Hezekiah, 
Joſhua, David, &c. knew their fins were ' forgiven, 
tney were aſſured the Lord was their ſalyation, and 
tc that he had made with them an everlaſting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and ſure. 

By this faith the apoſtles and diſciples, cotem- 
porary with our Saviour, were perſuaded of his di- 
vinity, notwithſtanding they were witneſſes of his 
weakneſs, ſhame, and death, They received the 
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Holy Ghoſt hereby, knew their names were written 
in heaven obtained grace to perſevere, and though 
they ſaw their Lord no more after his aſcenſion, 
© they believed in him, and rejoiced with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory,” 

By this faith the primitive chriſtians and Martyrs 
endured all torments, ſufferings, and deaths; they 
ſaw him that was inviſible, they knew he dwelt in 
them, they found his ſalvation, and felt his love 
and eternal life. 

In this faith all the many millions of believing ſouls 
who have departed out of the world fince Chriſt in 
My peace and comfort, were enabled to meet their laſt 
55 hours with courage; they had experienced his grace, 
12 they found him near to them; they ſaw his merits and 
255 wounds and were healed thereby; they felt he had 
Yo taken away the ſting of death, and were confident 
he was their Saviour, and had loved them, and would 
love them to the end, ſo they believed, and fo proved 
with exceeding great joy. 

Such a faith as this, is worthy of its bleſſed Author 
Jeſus, by which © he manifeſts himfelf to us his 
children as he does not unto the world,”” and for 
which we ſhall love and adore him to all eternity, 
This is the faith of God's elect. This is the 
faith whereby we overcome the world,” and what is 
meant in the text, . by faith towards God and our 
, Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

; 5 Now I come to ſpeak of baptiſm, which alſo is 
] 1 another of the firſt principles of chriſtianity. There 
a 2 are many ſorts of baptiſms, and neither Job or the 


be diſciples of Chriſt were the firſt who introduced it 
- þ for even under the law baptiſms were frequent. 
- B When a prieſt entered his office he was firſt baptiz- 
is ed; the beaſts alſo in the ſacrifices were baptized 


e i or waſhed, Solomon had appointed the brazen ſea 
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and the laver for this purpoſe; all cups, bowl, 
and veſlels were thus waſhed, and theſe all were 
ſhadows of the true baptiſm. St. Paul does not 
fcruple toſay ,** that the Iſraclites were baptized in the 
cloud and the ſea unto Moſes.” The like St. Peter 
ſays of Noah and his family in the ark, &c, John's 
baptiſm was a peculiar ſort, for he baptized all in 
Jordan that came to him and confeſſed their fins, 
and this was termed th» baptiſm of repentance ; but 
he conſtantly confeſſed it was not the true baptiſm. 
for, ſaid he, **one cometh after me mightier than I, 
whoſe ſhoes latchet I am not worthy to unlooſe, he 
ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire.” 
Our Saviour ſubmitted to this baptiſm of John, 
which proved nevertheleſs it was from heaven, and 
of divine inſtitution, and thus he ſubmitted to every 
ordinance of the law, and to this ſhort diſpenſa- 
tion which came in between, that he might fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, Multitudes were obedient to John's 
baptiſm, for all Judea and Jeruſalem and round about 
Jordan were baptized of him; but Jeſus's diſciples 
alſo baptized, and it. ſeems had more came to. their 
baptiſm than John, though Jeſus himſelf did not 
baptize with water, This fort of baptiſm, as well 
as the preaching of the diſciples, which was, ** repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” was much the 
fame with John's, and laſted till the night wherein 
Jeſus was betrayed, and then he inſtituted a new 
kind of waſhing or baptizing, and this was when he 
took water and - waſhed his diſciples feet; and 
however little it may ſeem to many that this was 
done, it was certainly weighty in his eyes; for 
when Peter would have been excepted, out of a fort 
of humility, the Lord told him, “ except I waſh thee 
thou haſt no part in me; this done, he ſaid to them, 
No are ye clean,” and even ordered them to keep 
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up the ſame thing among one another, though he 
told them, ** what I have done to you now you do not 
know, but hereafter ye ſhall know.” The primitive 
chriſtians kept up this fort of baptiſm or foot waſh- 
ing among them, and even ſome congregations 
and little churches of Chriſt renew it now with a 
religious order, care, and ſimplicity, as well as 
other ordinances of their Maſter, with his bleſſing 
and preſence, 

Our Saviour mentions yet another baptiſm where. 
with he was to be baptized, and was ſtraitened till 
it was accompliſhed ; this happened to him the ſame 
night in which the former was inſtituted, and was 
a baptiſm of water and blood, when the fiery 
wrath drank up his ſpirits, and put him into ſuch 
a diſtreſſing ferment, that his ſweat fel] down from 
him like great drops of blood, and made his rai. 
ment look as if he had dipped it in wine; with 
this we are to be baptized, and this like fire ſhall 
eat up the ruſt of fin, and burn up all our fi!ch, 
and devour all other fires, and whatever elſe has not 
been right in our Redeemer's fight. But this muſt be 
ſpoke of in its place, namely, when I ſpeak of the 
baptiſm of the wy Ghoſt, 

The day of our Saviour's aſcenſion he ordained 
his baptiſm in theſe words, ** Go and make me diſ- 
ciples in all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
tue Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have commanded you, and lo] I am with you always 
to the end of the world.” 

"1 think there is no room to diſpute that he or- 
dained water, fince after his departure Philip went 
down into the water and baptized the Eunuch, and 
Peter uſed water when he baptized Cornelius, and his 
houſe ; but then it muſt not be eſteemed merely a 
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John Baptiſt's baptiſm, or only a water baptiſm; 
(the primitive church held ſuch accurſed who affirm- 
ed this) but the authority in which it is adminiſter- 
ed muſt give it great weight, and make it impor- 
tant to us, Leſt the world or raſh light-minded 
men might think the apoſtles and miniſters of Chriſt 
baptized diſciples to themſelves, or as John had 
done, or leſt it might be eſteemed human, or only 
a bare ceremony, Jeſus ſent them to adminiſter it 


in the name of the bleſſed Trinity; they were his 


plenipotentiaries and ambaſſadors, who had their 
authority from the king of Kings, and might act in 
his name and in his Father's name, and in the 
name of the Holy Ghoſt. This ſolemnity has no 
precedent in the ſcipture, and much leſs has any 
ſuch been uſed in performing ceremonies or ſhadows, 
nor indeed was there a need for it; but to put it 
beyond the reach of doubt, our Saviour promiſ- 
ed they ſhould not celebrate this divine myſtery 
without him, **Lo! I am with you to the end of 
the world.” There was ſuch a dependence upon this 
promiſe of our Saviour among his firſt miniſters, 
that they made no doubt of having him preſent in 
the adminiſtration of baptiſm; and they not only 
found it ſo by a happy experience, but preached it 
as a ſure doctrine to all who became concerned 
about their ſalvation, or aſked, **What ſhall wedo to 
be ſaved ? Believe and be baptized, and you ſhall be 
ſaved ;” and this was alſo firſt taught them by their 
chief apoſtle and biſhop on the ſame day in which 
he was taken up, as I have before obſerved. St. Peter 
aſſures the awakened ſouls of this, ſaying, ** repent 
and be baptized, and ye ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſt,” 
Ananias does the ſame to Saul when he had found him 
in that low and poor ſtate in Damaſcus, Ariſe, ſaith 
he, and be baptized, and waſh away thy ſins,” 2 
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ſame was done by Saul, when he was converted, 
to ſome men in Epheſus, whom he aſked, if they 
had found the Lord? Have ye, ſaid he, received 
the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed?“ T hey anſwered, 
«© No, we have not heard of it.“ He aſked again, 
Then how were ye baptized ?“ They ſaid, «John 
baptized us; and he immediatly taught them, that 
John's baptiſm was indeed with water unto repen- 
tance, that they ſhould believe on him which ſhould 
come after, namely, on Chriſt Jeſus, and theſe, in 
number about twelve, were baptized again unto 
Chriſt, and received the Holy Ghoſt, Beſides theſe, 
there are abundance of inſtances in the ſcriptures of 
the preſence of ſeſus viſibly and ſenſibly felt in bap- 
tiſm: His Spirit has quickened in that hour thoſe 
buried with him in baptiſm, and his blood and pure 
water has waſhed away their fins, at the very time of 
the waſhing in his name, The accounts of the con- 
verſion of the Eunuch, of the Jailor at Philippi and 
others, are proofs of this truth, and may not be 
lighted. But here two things are to be obſerved, 
firſt, that the baptiſm of Chriſt was to be piven to 
ſuch whoſbelieved, and therefore he ſaid, **Firſt teach 
them, make them my diſciples, then baptize themj;*” 
ſo when the Eunuch defired Philip to baptize him he 
told him, if he believed he might be baptized,” and 
on his confeſſing his belief in Jeſus that he was God, 
Philip went down into the water with him and bap- 
tized him; and wherever perſons received baptiſm 
in faith they have found it done to them accordingly 
they have been baptized into Chriſt's death, and dead 
and buried with him to the world, and riſen again to 
life eternal with him, and received of him the adop- 
tion of ſons and the new name, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, we may obſerve, all are not ſent to bap- 
tize; ſome run and ſay as the Lord faith, when, as 
I live, faith the Lord, I have not ſpoken, I have not 
ſent them.” St. Paul himſelf confeſſes, “ Chriſt ſent 
me not to baptize, but to preach.” 

I think therefore, whoever baptizes ſhall be 
convinced of his commiſſion from the high prieft, 
that he might act in faith with chearfulnefs and au- 
thority, and depending on the promiſe of our Savi- 
our's preſence with him, leſt he ſhould bring the 
holy ordinance into contempt, and make it at laſt 
mere; y ceremonial. That has been too much the 
caſe in' great part of the chriſtian world, and the 
light manner in which baptiſm has been treated, 
both by the miniſters, and alſo by ſuch as received it, 
has ſtumbled ſome religious and pious minds, and 
they have at firſt ſliphted the ſacrament of baptiſm, 
as it is now called, and at laſt ſpoken againſt any thing 
of that kind, and only looked to the end, or ſpiri- 
tual part of it: However ſuch are to be blamed, yet 
it will not ſay they are wholly in fault; for let a 
perſon only ſcriouſly weigh, how light a matter the 
doctrine of baptiſm is to many of thoſe who con- 
tend for it, and how, after all their ſtrenuous argu- 
ments for it, they at lafl believe it a mere ceremony, 
2 ſhadow, a ſign, and nothing real, but deny as ſtifly 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, the waſhing from fin in 
this life, &c. and then judge how Intle difference 
there is in fact between them that uſe it, and thoſe 
that uſe it not. | 

But the caſe is much otherwiſe, when one be- 
Leves the promiſe of God; there Jelus and his ſpi- 
tit, with blood and water do inviſibly, what is done 
| vifibly 
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ſibly by the miniſter, 1 acts like an ambaſſa- 
dor of a prince; he uſes his maſter's name and knows 
what he does, and what“ he binds upon earth is 
bound in heaven, and what he looſes upon earth is 
Jooſed in heaven;“ what he waſhes in the name of 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, that 
the ſame God waſhes; and whom he buries with 
Chriſt in water in the name of Jeſus, is done by 
Jeſus, and ſhall be found ſo in the day of judgment. 

But ſo much alſo is true: A miniſter ſeat to bap- 
tize, and called of God as was Aaron to the miniſtry 
of Chriſt, may baptize, and the perſon baptized 
may loſe the bleſſing of baptiſm, and remain unſaved, 
carnal and unconverted. This was the caſe between 
St. Philip and Simon Magus, for, after his baptiſm, 
Peter tells him, “I perceive thou art yet in the gall 


of bitterne(s and bond of iniquity,” and adds, thy 


money periſh with thee.” In ſuch caſes, faith has 
been wanting in thoſe who were baptized, and I do 
not know if the promiſes can be proved to be 
made otherwiſe than to him that believes, ; 
Therefore I blame all who preſs the ſubmitting to 
ordinances without underſtanding what they want, 
or what our Saviour would have, but lay the whole, 
ſtreſs upon doing the thing; whereas that was not 
the mind or intent of our Lord God and Saviour ; 
he who looked upon circumciſion in the fleſh as no 
circumciſton where it was not done in the Spirit, 
the ſame looks upon baptiſm as no baptiſm where 
the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit is lighted, and the 
waſhing from fin neither wanted, nor ſought, nor 
expected at all. The ſame might be ſaid of praying 
without the heart, of which God complains in Iſaiah, 
or going to church and mingling with the children 
of God, without being really joined to the fcſt- 
born, and having obtained the adoption, gr ſinging 
22 2. worde 
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words without the Spirit and the underſtanding, or 
hearing preaching with the ears cloſed, like the deaf 
adder, and dead to the voice of the Son of God 
within, 

The modes of baptiſm have been different; ſome 
have been baptized in rivers, others in houſes; 
ſome churches have uſed a pouring out of water in 
the name of the Lord upon the catechumens, or 
candidates tor baptiſm z others again only ſprinkled 
them, uſing the words our Saviour had appointed: 
ſo again ſome have baptized only on the forehead, 
others on the head, others on the breaſt; and ſome 
only once, others, and that from the moſt ancient 
cuſtoms, three times, and this was called the Trine 
aſperſion, viz. once at the naming of the Father, 
once at the naming the Son, and once at the namin 
of the Holy Ghoſt. We may not deipiſe any of thele 
forms, becauſe the aim to pleaſe our Saviour and 
do his will may be pure and right in his ſight, 
and we may fately conclude, he did not therefore 
appoint the exact mode of baptiſm, left we ſhould 
have been tempted to have reſted in the perfomance 
of the true and ſcriptural form, and neglected the 
chief thing, which is the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and without which all the reſt is but ſof little ef- 
ſect. | 

The primitive chriſtians made very much of the 
doctrine of baptiſm» and ſaw how evidently God 
wrought thereby, and revealed himſelf to ſuch as 
were baptized-in his name, Hence they were fo 
careful whom they admitted to baptiſm, and the 
care and diligence with which this matter was car- 
ried on, and the due reſpect and reverence ſhewn 
out of the heart to the ordinance of our Saviour, 
was an inexpreſſible bleſſing to the firſt ages of the 
church; would to God it had ſtill been retained in a 
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right ſpirit, and then that ſacrament had not been 
ſo common or ſo prophaned as we ſee it daily is. 
But however happy the firſt chriſtians were in this 
reſpect, they certainly carried the matter too far in 
a few centuries, and began to doubt if even a child 
dying without baptiſm could enter heaven; and this 
in latter ages became a doctrine in the weſtern 
churches, who, without any foundation in the 
ſcripture, now aſlert, they cannot be ſaved, It is 
plain that many hundreds, if not thouſands, of be- 
lievers, both men and women, have ſuffered mar- 
tyrdom for Chriſt who never were baptized ; theſe 
thev ſay were baptized in their blood, as well as the 
children Herod flew, &c. but this is a forced con- 
cluſion, and would not ſtand good always, ſince 
ſome have been ſtrangled, burnt, & but the truth 
is, they were ſaved in believing as all are, 

But to return: There are others who inſiſt, that 
the candidates for baptiſm ſhould be immerſed or 
plunged into the water, and this no doubt was the 
ancient way, and beſt reſembles the burial of the body 
and ſoul into the death of Chriſt, and is retained 
yet by ſeveral congregations in the world, and in 
particular approved of and commanded by our En- 
gliſh church“; but as the form in this reſpect has 
not been expreſsly ſet down in the bible, we ſhould 
do wrong to break the peace of the church of 
Chriſt, in contending too violently for a matter not 
eſſential to ſalvation. , 

The moſt eſſential things relating to the form 
ſeems to be the water, and the baptizing in the 
name of the bleſſed Trinity; and yet even in the 
apoſtles time we find many were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jcſus, and we cannot ſay that the 
diſciples uſed any other words or name when they 

C 2 baptized, 
See the Rubric in the office of Baptiſm, 
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baptized, or preached it as neceſſary; and ſince the 
*whole fulneſs of the Godhead dwells bodily in Je- 
ſus,” I judge a perſon baptized in his name is truly, 
and, according to the ſcriptures, rightly baptized, 
and if we think otherwiſe we muſt queſtion St. 
Paul's baptiſm, thoſe at Epheſus, and thoſe baptized 
by St. Peter; for who can be ignorant that ſo they 
taught, “be baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus,” 
and ſo acted, ſince frequently we read, “they were 
baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt ?” 

Beſides all T have ſaid of the different forms of 
baptizing, I may yet add, that in the ſame manner 
other circumſtantial things in the act of admini- 
ſtring this divine ordinance have varied too; for 
though the apoſtles obſerved no ſuch cuſtom, yet 
many very early baptized only from Eaſter to Whit- 
ſuntide, unleſs in caſes of great neceſſity; ſome dreſ- 
ſed the baptiſmal candidates in white, others warm- 
ed the water in which they were baptized, others 
uſed oil, ſalt, &c. mingled with the water, and in 
the times of ſuperſtition may of theſe were 
made neceſſary parts of baptiſm ; whereas indeed 
they were introduced by men, in different ages of 
the church, ſome out of conſcience, and fome as 
typical of things unſeen, Such as were for bap- 
tizing only from Eaſter to Pentecoſt, did it becauſe 
from the time the Lord roſe and breathed on his diſ- 
Ciples, to the time of that general effuſion of the 
promiſe of the Father, the Holy Spirit had been 
given. Such as dreſſed the candidates in white rai- 
ment, did it to denote they were waſhed and made 
white in the Javer of regeneration, and were now 
cloathed with the white linnen of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs. Again, ſuch as warmed the water, G0 it to 
ſignify the warm blood and water that came out of 
our Saviour's ſide, which was always eſteemed the 
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fountain of the ſacrament. The anointing with 
oil was to ſhow, their being anointed kings and 
prieſts to God, & c. But however innocent all theſe 
things might have been deſigned originally, where 
any dependance or ſtreſs is laid upon them, they are 
better abrogated, and the plain, ſimple, and apoſto- 
lical way is the beſt. 

There is yet much ſaid, in the ſame manner of 
the above, in behalf of the different modes of bap- 
tizing. Such as defended the uſe of ſprinkling, or aſ- 


perſing, pouring of water, &c. uſe the words of 


Ezekiel,“ I will ſprinkle clean water upon them and 
they ſhall be clean;” and in Iſaiah, **[ will pour 
water upon them, I will pour floods upon the ery 
yore ;” ſoin Joel, I will pour out of my Spirit.” 

uch as baptize upon the head, look on it as the 
antitype of the old anointing, and have eſteemed it 
as a crown and glory to the receivers of it. Such 
as baptize on the forehead, do it becauſe it is the 
ſeal of diſcipleſhip, and we are ſaid “ to be 
marked on the forehead with the mark of the Lamb,” 
whoſe badge and mark this ſhould ſigniſy. Such as 
baptize on the breaſt can alſo urge that place as moſt 
proper, being the very ſeat of the heart, and fo 
comprehends much, ſince all is received and enjoy- 
ed in the heart. As I ſaid before, fo I ſay here, that 
it is a pity any of theſe leſſer matters ſhould be diſ- 
puted with heat, fince they are not the fubſtance, 
and may be conſcientiouſly uſed by all the different 
ſorts of profeſfors of chriſtianity to the glory of the 
Lord Chriſt, 

But there is yet a weighty matter to be conſidered, 
and that is the baptiſm of infants and children, of 
which we have no direct precedent or example in 
the ſcripture, and which practice is ſo ſeverely cen- 
fured and reproached by many religious 2 

| now 
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I know the chief arguments brought in defence of p 
this are, that as circumciſion inaugurated and in- 5 
grafted into the Jewiſh church, ſo oe baptiſm into * 
the church of Chriſt; and therefore, as infants 2 
were ordered to receive that ſacrament, which St. WT 
Paul calls “ a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith,“ ſo 1 
can infants now receive baptiſm, ſince they are 2 
children of faith, or children of believers, and bas 
were not begotten or born in the impurity of un- by 
belief, but in the holineſs of faith. Beſides this, 9 
the promiſes being made to us and our children, and 3 
our Saviour's ſaying, “let the little children come * 
unto me and forbid tem not, for of ſuch is the king- a 
dom of God ;”” beſides the accounts we have in the ® 
ſcripture of whole families being baptized, as the 7 


houſhold of Stephanus and others, in which it may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed there were children as well 
as adults. But the beſt that can be ſaid of all is, 
that without doubt children are capable of receiving 
the bleſſing of Chriſt, and when parents bring them 
to him in faith, to receive his bleſſing, they muſt 
not be forbid. 

It would be ſinful to aſk, What benefit can a 
new-born babe receive who neither hears or under- 
ſtands the goſpel, nor has a will or power either to 
believe or diſbelieve the doctrine of Chriſt? For this 
would be really to think like the diſciples, who 
therefore forbad the people to bring their children to 
Chriſt, and for which Jeſus was diſpleaſed, and aſ- 
ſured them,“ they could receive the kingdom of God,” 
and that ſo paſſive and like clay as a little child is, 
ſo muſt every one become who would enter into 
his kingdom. Jeremiah was ſanctified in the belly, 
(1908 John in his mother's womb, and could leap for 
1 joy when Mary and Elizabeth ſaluted each other, 
Wl being filled with the Holy Ghoſt,” The queſtion 


1 therefore 


of 

therefore muſt not be, It the infants are able to 
receive grace and the Holy Spirit! For that is a 
true doctrine, and clear ard confirmed in the ſer ip- 
tures; and if Jeſus ſaw their faith who let down 
the paralitic through the roof before him, and 
forgave the man, made him his fon, and hcaled him, 
he can fee their faith now who bring their chil- 
dren to be waſhed by him, and do the fame gta- 
cious acts, as he certainly does, and will by no 
means diſappoint thoſe who have believed in him. 
It ſhall be done to them according to their faith,“ 


* and Jeſus will be with them to the end of the world 
8 who miniſter in his name and faith, and will faith= 
® fully preſerve and keep all ſuch as have been com- 
Y mitted to his care, cr dedicated to him and waſhed 


in water according to his holy word, 

Let ſuch anſwer for it who lightly and wantonly 
have either meddled with baptiſm or expcſed it to 
contempt in the world; ſor as it is poſſible to re- 
ccive the Lord's ſupper unworthily, and bring judg- 
ments upon our heads, ſo can men receive and ad- 
miniſter unworthily, and to equal hurt, the ſign of 
the baptiſm of the Lord. 

What I have occaſionally mentioned in this diſ- 
courſe, namely, the inward wafhing cf the heart, 
and the cleanſing our bodies with pure water out 7. 
of the fide of Jeſus, is the true and only baptiſm 
which avails; and though without the outward waſh- 
ing of water a Child can be ſaved, yet without the 
baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt no man can be ſaved, 
We muſt be baptized with the baptiſm wherewith 
our Maſter was baptized, the ſame blood and wa- 
ter which over-ſtreamed and covered him in the 
garden, muſt ſprinkle us from an evil conſcience, 
and waſh us body and ſoul. This is a baptiſm. of 
fire; this muſt burn and eat up all the droſs and 

corrupt 
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corrupt affections in us; and with this water and 
blood God gives his Holy Spirit in our hearts, like 
a fountain ſpringing up into everlaſting life : He 
pours it out upon us, and anoints us his kings and 
prieſts : He brings with him the blood of Jeſus, and 
waſhes us in heart and ſpirit throughout, ſo that 
he can ſay, Ye are clean. Without this, all boaſt- 
ing of being baptized by the beſt men, in the beſt 
form, and in the moſt pure church, will ſtand us 
in little ſtead. “ If I waſh thee not, ſaith our Sa- 
viour, thou haſt no part with me.“ 

This doctrine then of the baptiſm of Chriſt is 
weighty when adminiſtered in faith, and brings with 
it the ſea] and ſign of the regeneration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and is not a carnal ordinance or device of 
men, but is from above, and the immediate ap- 
pointment and order of God our Saviour, and muſt 
be reckoned among the firſt principles of chriſtia- 


nity, 

i come now to ſpeak of the laying on of hands, 
and this is twofold, firſt, the laying on of hands to 
bleſs in the time of baptiſm, and this was formerly 
called confirmation; and ſecondly, the laying on 
of hands in ſending out miniſters into God's huſ- 
bandry of both which I ſhall ſpeak particular- 
ly, and firſt of confirmation. 

Our Saviour uſed this laying on of hands himſelf, 
not only in healing ſome diſeaſed people, but when 
he took up the children in his arms, “ He laid his 
bands upon them and bleſſed them.“ He did the ſame 
in effect when le lifted his hands over them and 
bleſſed them, at his aſcenſion, But the apoſtle uſed 
it frequently, * Ananias laid his hands upon Saul, and 
at once he received his ſight and the Holy Ghoſt.” 
St. Peter and John laid their hands on ſuch as had 


been baptized in Samaria by Philip, and “they re- 
ccived 
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ceived the Holy Ghoſt,” alſo St. Paul did the ſame to 
ſome in Epheſus, and *when he had laid his hands on 
them they received the Holy Ghoſt.” This was the 
cuſtom of the primitive church, and though in form 
they have not been exactly the ſame, yet almoſt all 
the churches have retained it, and believed, that by 
the laying on of hands the bleſſing of Jeſus Chriſt is 

iven and the Holy Ghoſt. Some churches lay on 
— and confirm the baptized perſon immediately, 
and others defer it till a time of riper years, and 
this has been the cuſtom of our national church at 
this day. There are other churches who lay on 
hands before baptiſm, and claim thereby, in the 
name of the Lord, the ſoul to be his property, 
and the redeemed of his blood. Some churches 
receive members igto their communion with the 
laying on of hands, and in the ſame manner bleſs 
the ſick, the penitent, and departing ſouls ; and ſince 
the ſcriptures have declared this ſort of bleſſing, 
a principle of chriſtianity, and have not ſaid how 
often, or at what time it ſhould be done, we cannot 
with ſafety cendemn this uſe in the churches of 
Chriſt, but what appears moſt apoſtolical and ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures muſt be eſteemed the beſt, 
and all the reſt may be allowed very good, when 
done in faith and in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The laying on of hands for appointing miniſters, 
&c, in the church 1s of another fort, and though 
not always abſolutely neceſſary, yet of divine in- 
ſtitution, and is now called ordination. We know, 
though Aaron, Joſhua, and others were ſent with the 
laying on of hands, that the ſame Lord in the Jewiſh 
churcn ſent many prophets and miniſters who had 
no ſuch ordination, nor were Levites, or called as 
Aaron to the prieſthood, nor were they the firſt- 
born of their mothers, &c. but ſoms were ſhep- 
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herds, herdſmen, gatherers of fycamore, fruit, &e. 
out of different tribes choſen and ſent, as the Holy 
Ghoſt pleaſed ; and thus it has been ſince in the 
chriſtian church, for therein firſt, Jeſus ſent out his 
apoſtles and ſeventy diciples to be his minifters, but 
the manner in which he ordained them was properly 
by his breathing on them, or pouring out his Holy 

hoſt upon them. Though betore either of theſethings 
were done at his word, they had gone out, preach- 
ed, healed the ſick, and baptized ; but for all this, 
his ſending them was warrant and authority enough. 
Theſe afterwards uſed the laying on of hands in ap- 

inting the ſeven deacong at Jeruſalem. So St. Paul 

imſelf and Barnabas were in like manner ſent 
out by the church at Antioch, with faſting, prayer, 
and the laying on of hands, and this was done 
at the commandment of the Holy Ghoſt, Gifts 
ſuitable to the office of ſervants of God have been 
beſtowed in tue uſe of this laying on of hands, 
for ſo St. Paul writes to Timothy, ** Negle& not 
that gift that is in thee, which was given thee by pro- 

hecy, with the laying on of the hands of the pteſ- 
1 Again he ſuys, **Wherefore I put thee in 
remembrance that thou ſtir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee, by the putting on of my hands;” and 
he deſwes Timothy firſt totry ſuch as are preachers, 
and not lay hands ſuddenly on any man. This doc- 
trine of the laying on of hands at the ſending out of 
miniſters, like the confirmation and baptiſm, has 
been differently adminiſtred; ſome have thought, 
becauſe Paul mentions the laying on of his hands, 
that biſhops only have the right to ordain, but 
others have obferved, ſeveral laid their hands on the 
deacons and on Paul and Barnabas, and allo the 

reſbytery ordained Timothy, for which reaſon they 
— elieved the latter more ſcriptural, and thought 
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the former a ſort of uſurpation of biſhops, and al- 
moſt all the reformed and Proteſtant churches are 
of this mind ; but there are yet others who mini- 
ſter and have not the laying on of hands, and 
theſe find out inſtances enough in the ſcripture of 
men that have ſo done, ſuch as Apollas, and thoſe 
ſcattered abroad at the perſecution, who went every 
where teaching and preaching the word. Alſo St. 
Paul ſays,“ All might preach,” and, like Moſes, wiſh- 
ed, all the Lord's people were prophets.” A regular 
miniſtry ordained with laying on of the hands of 
men full of faith and the Holy Ghoſt, is and muſt 
be a great bleffing to a chriſtian church, eſpecially 
where men ſo ordained are inwardly moved of the 
Holy Spirit to take upon them that office, and who, 
not for lucre, or of conſtraint, or for honour, or 
with any view but to ſerve the church and flock, 
which God purchaſed with his own blood, take the 
overſight and charge of ſouls; for without this, 
the laying on of hands is a good ſign, but 1t profits 
nothing. At the ſame time that an orderly and re- 
gular miniſter may be good, and ſave many heats 
and confufions in a congregation, yet it would be 
dangerous to condemn or hinder any who with ſin- 
cere views preach the goſpel, and propagate the 
faith of Chriſt to the Glvation of ſouls, though 
they have not been ſent of men, for, **God ſends by 
whom he will ſend,” and all who are raſh. in cenſu- 
ring their miffion, muſt take care leſt they be found 
oppoling Chriſt, and fighting againſt him, who by 
fooliſh people, and mean and baſe things will ſave 
them that believe, and deſtroy and bring to nothing 
the underſtanding of the prudent. The meanneſs 
of a. preacher does no more prove that he is not 
ſent of God, than the apoſtles being poor fiſher- 
men would prove they were impoſters; nor their 
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being not regularly brought up and educated for the 
miniſtry, and ordained thereto, is any more a rea- 
ſon they are deceivers and falſe teachers, than the 
diſciples were ſuch, becauſe they were not train» 
ed up in the ſchool of the prophets, or called as was 
Aaron. Let therefore all ſo act and fo do, that witk 
a conſcience clear and undefiled they may finiſh 
their own courſe of labouring in the church, and 
if others in different way preach Chriſt, let them 
rejoice and hope the beſt, ſince many ſhall run 
to and fro and knowledge ſhall be increaſed, and 
many be made wile to eternal life. 

I ſhall now ſpeak of the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection of the dead, for that is yet another princi- 
ple of chriſtianity, 

That the dead, ſmall and great, juſt and un- 
juſt, ſhall riſe again and come to life through the 
reſurrection of Jeſus, is fully aſſerted in St. Þ 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians; and our Saviour him- 
ſelf taught it, © All that are in the graves ſhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God and ſhall come forth.” S 
the prophets have conſtantly taught, **thoſe that ſleep 
in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake ;” and therefore 
is God called the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob, becauſe, though they are dead, he knows they 
ſhall live again and riſe with his dead body; and 
as he foreſees things that are not as though they 
were, All live to him. If the dead were not to 
riſe, we ſhould not ſo eaſily part with our chri- 
ſtian friends, but ſhould ſorrow as **men without 
hype,” fince we ſhould never meet again ; but now, 
« fince Chriſt is riſen, and become firſt- fruits of 
them that ſlept,” we know we alſo ſha]l riſe again, 
and come with him at his appearing. It is no harm 
that we reſt our bodies in the grave, for ſin has ſo 
ſpoiled and weakened our mortal frame that it can- 
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not bear up or ſupport under many yeats fatigue, 
and labour but muſt reſt. It would be no bleſ- 
fing to live after ſickneſs and pains had worn us 
out, and old age made us incapable of being of any 
more ſervice in our generation; therefore has our 
wiſe and good Lord laid in the grave himſelf, and 
ſanctified the ſtate of the dead, that we might go 
through the dark valley chearfully, and lis down 
rejoicing, knowing we ſhall only ſleep, and at Je- 
ſus's call ſhall again lift up our heads and riſe to 
life eternal. But this can be ſo only to ſuch as 
have experienced the firſt reſurrefion, or have ri- 
fen again with Chriſt Jeſus to a new life. Our 
Saviour is himſelf “' the reſurrection and the life, he 
that believeth in him, though he were dead in Adam, 
and in treſpaſſes and ſins, ſhall live forever ;* and 
whoſoever has that new life, and continues to be- 
lieve, “ he ſhall never die,” he ſhall not feel thoſe in- 
ward horrors, and pangs, and gnawings of con- 
ſcience, nor the wrath of God, nor tury of the 
devil, nor dread eternal burnings; he ſhall not 
taſte of the ſecond death, his departure ſhall only 
be to him like the ſweet ſleep of the waytaring man 
and traveller, who having reached, tired and wear- 
ry, his own houſe, reſts and ſleeps in peace; fo 
ſhall one who partakes of Jeſus's quickening Spirit 
be bleſſed and holy, the ſecond death ſhall have no 
power over him. 

When the Saviour's marriage day comes, and 
the trumpets are ſounding at midnight, „go ye out 
to meet him] Behold the Bridegroom cometh, he 
comes | He comes on clouds !” 1 hey ſhall riſe firſt, 
Our Saviour's ſweet voice, which cauſeth thoſe that 
are aſleep to ſpeak, will tenderly awake them. 
will raiſe them up, he ſaith, at the laſt day,” He 
will ſay, to their eternal joy, Riſe up, my woo of 
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dove, and come away !” Then ſhall they open theit 


eyes and fee Jeſus face to face, their mortality 
ſhall be changed into immortality, and their corrup- 
tion into incorruption : They ſhall have ſlept their 
fleep out, and fully reſted, ſhall! riſe and follow 
him whom their ſouls loved: The bride ſhall go 
with the Bridegroom into the wedding, that is, they 
ſhall be taken up with him, and appear in the 
air with him; then ſhall their defpiſed and re- 
proached company have honour in the fight of all 
mankind ; then I thoſe that have uſed them ill 
ſee them at Chriſt's right hand, they ſhall hear him, 
confeſs them, and call them the bleſſed children of 
his Father; all that have hated them ſhall reflect in 
that day and ſay, Theſe are they whom we had in 
deriſion, and as a by-word and proverb of reproach; 
we fools counted their lives madneſs, and their end 
to be without honour, but now they are numbered 
with the ſaints, and have their portion with the 
children of God; then muſt they worſhip at their 
feet, and know that Jeſus has loved them Thus 
ſhall it be with all in the reſurrection who have a 
part in Chrift, and whoſe voice awakened them to 
believe in him unto life eternal, | 

But far otherwiſe will it be with the kindreds of 
the earth, with all who belong to the world, and 
have lived and died it rs to our Saviour, they 
alſo ſhall riſe, and they alſo ** who have pierced him 
ſhall ſee him, and wail becauſe of him.” It muſt 
be a heavy time to ſuch, a day of gloomineſs and 
darkneſs, a day wherein the mighty man ſhall weep 
bitterly, and all faces look pale. Theſe, though 
riſe again, are dead, and in as much as they did not 
like our Saviour, they ſhall feel what it is to bewith- 
out him, and as they loved not his living and dying, 
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they fhall live to die for ever, and the reſurrection 
ſhall be no bleſſing to them at all. . 

How can the dead live, or their duſt mouldered 
away and driven far off by winds, devoured b 
beaſts, waſted in the ſeas, be again brought together 
muſt not be the queſtion of a believer ; for to him 
that ſaith, and it is done, all things are poſſible, and 
to form all things at firſt out of nothing, or to call 
men dead ſome thouſands of years to life, are equally 
eaſy to the Creator, This alſo is a mani feſt proof 
of the godhead and divine ſupremacy and almigh- 
ty power of Chriſt, that by him all ſhall be made 
alive; he ſhall make death and hell deliver up 
their dead, and the graves and the ſeas give back all 
that are therein, when he ſhall begin his new 
creation of the carth, and make us his firſt fruits, 
his harveſt, which “ were ſown in weakneſs, but 
ſhall be raiſed in power ;”” and when this vile body 
ſhall be rendered an innocent, righteous, and a 
glorious body like his own, and thus “ will he do 
according to the mighty working whereby he is 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf.” But in 
this place it will be proper to treat of another 
principle of chriſtianity ; and that is, 

Ot eternal judgment, which is the laſt mention- 
ed by the apoſtle, and of which I will ſpeak a few 
words and conclude this diſcourſe, 

There is no doubt but that the ſame almighty 
and long-ſuffering God, who is now our Saviour 
will one day judge righteous judgment, and ſet all 
the many difficult and intricate matters in a clear 
light. All the hidden things of darkneſs ſhall 
be brought to light, and he will “ manifeſt the 
counſels of every heart,” All the oppreflors and 
the oppreſſed ſhall then appear before him, and 
Whateyer has been done wrong ſhall be ſet to rights. 
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He ſhall deal juſtly, and decide between him that 
1 ſerved God and him that ſerved him not. Hence 
{ is this day called the day of deciſion, the day of 
| Judgment, {becauſe then every ſecret thing {hall 
| come into judgment, and what has been done in 
if the cloſet proclaimed upon the houfe-top, Two 
| P po p 
| 


things muſt then be done, the clearing and juſtify- 
ing the ſouls who believe in Jeſus, and the con- 
demning or rather chaſtening ſuch as have deſpiſed 
the blood of his covenant, and would not come to 
Him that they might have life. 

The firſt our Saviour will do before men and 
angels; let ſatan appear then to accuſe the bre- 
thren, and ſeek for their iniquity that he may lay 
it to their charge, and it ſhall be hid, our Savi- 
our's wounds have covered it, his grave has buried 
it, the nails and inſtruments that tore his fleſh 
have torn it all to nothing, it ſhall not be found, 
Jeſus ſhall then. make it appear as the light, and 
his juſt dealing as the noon day, that ** he ſaved 
them with righteouſneſs, and all his coverts with 
equity.“ He will then ſhew how he paid their debts 
endured their chaſtiſement, and drank up their cup, 
bore their ſorrows and curſe, and ſuffered the full 
due and reward of their ſins; that he healed their 
breach and made them righteous, and ſhoyld the 
law and all that was — them appear and accuſe, 
or make it plain, ſo much oweſt thou unto my lord, 
the wounds in Chriſt's hands ſhall anſwer for us : 
The iron pen that nailed him to the croſs filed all 
our bills and bonds there, and the receipt wherein 
God has wrote, I am well pleaſed,” ſhall be eaſy 
to be read upon every bleeding nail-print. Therefore 
we ling now in confidence of this, 
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My full receipt ſhall there be ſhew'd, 
Written with iron pens in blood, 
On Jeſu's hands and fide ; 
I'm ſafe, O Hell! O Death! and Sin! 
Ye cannot bring me guilty in, 
For Jeſus for me dy'd | 


For ever happy thoſe who in that day *have been 
juſtified by believing in Jeſus, they ſhall then bleſs 
the day that ever they were born; they ſhall bleſs 
eſpecially the day in which they heard of the free 
juſtification by Chriſt Jeſus : for the Lord the righ- 
teous judge, namely, their own dear Lord and Savi- 
our, ſhall paſs the eternal judgment in their favour, 
No iniquity ſhall be ſeen in them, for his name ſake 
in which they have truſted, ** they ſhall be ſaved with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, and for his death ſake, in 
which they have believed, he ſhall fave their ſouls 
and bodies for ever alive. As they loved him in 
the worl4, ſo they ſhall be with him in the worlds to 
come, and ſhall ſee his face, be his bride and wife, 
his children, his brethren, his favorites, his firſt- 
born; and, like as in the earth his crucified bod 
was their happineſs, and they delighted in looking 
on him, his reproach, and ſhame, and ſufferings 
were dear to them, and they could ve upon 
him body and ſoul, and choſe NN Foal 
God. alone, ſo ſhall he continue their glory eter- 
nally. They ſhall not be dilappointed, they ſhall 
follow him whitherſoever he goeth, and go no more 
out ot his temple, 

It ſhall not be ſo with unbelievers, and men 
who have been fearful and could not truſt the Lamb 
of God, they ſhall be. aſhamed at his coming, and 
all ſuch as have loved their ſins more than the Re- 


deemer, who did deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, and 
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who would not be led by him to the Saviour, but 
contrary to all his tender calls and loving convic- 
tions, ruſhed forward, trampling upon the blood of 
the Son of God, and lighting it as if it had been a 
common thing, ſuch will rue and repent that beha- 
viour ; ſo will they who have rather truſted their 
own works than his obedience, who denied his di- 
vinity and Godhead, and all who have reſiſted his 
mercy and would not come to him, nor ſought nor 
enquired for his ſalvation ; when he comes, theſe 
unjuſt and unholy men ſhall be unjuſt and unholy 
{till, an eternal judgment muſt paſs upon them, 
and they found unworthy to ſtand before the Son 
of Man: As they would not come under the ſhelter 
of his crofs and out- ſtretched arms, which were 
ftretched out as the wings of an hen over her 
young when the ſtorm was coming, they muſt 
bear the tempeſt and periſh in their fin; they 
hearkened to the enemy and muſt be his ſervants : 
they loved not bleſſing, therefore it ſhall! be far 
from them, they delight in curſing, therefore it ſhall 
happen to them, and theſe ſhall go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment.” May none here be of that 
unhappy number. a 

I have now ſpoken freely of the firſt principles 
of chriſtianity, ſuch at leaſt as the apoſtle mentions 
to the Hebrews, and will only obſerve, that though 


theſe are true doEtrines, and of great ſervice to 


ſuch as are children of God, in that they preſerve 
them who have learned them of the Lord from be- 
ing taſſed about with every wind of doctrine, but 
they hold faſt the form of found words and ate eſta. 
bliſhed ; yet to have theſe principles in the head 
only, and not to know in the heart what true re- 
pentance is, faith in our Lord God Jeſus, the bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. all his knowledge and 
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foundneſs'of judgment, ſhall rather be a hurt to him 
than a bleſſing. | 
My dear brethren, I wiſh you heartily to weigh 
all that has been ſaid, and to enter into your cloſet 
and ſhut the door after you, and there hold an aſ- 
ſize in your own breaſt before the Lord, examine 
yourſelves, if you have turned to him unfeignedly, 
and with your whole heart, and repented of your 
paſt fins and dead works? If you have indeed 
lefr_the_world. and its lying vanities, and are dead 
to all its pleaſures, honours, and enjoyments, and 
with bitterneſs have ſought 883 at his hands 
againſt whom you have ſinned wantoily ? or if you 
know what it is to ſee all ſelf- righteouſneſs a mere 
Babel, and inſufficient to make a ſoul happy, or 
cloath its nakedneſs before God and the angels, and 
have repented of all your pride in that way, fo 
that you bluſh at the remembering your former high 
thoughts of your goodneſs and ſobriety, and are 
aſhamed in your inmoſt heart at the good opinion 
you have. had of yourſelves and of your eſtate in 
chriſtianity, and of the low and mean thoughts of 
Jeſus and his blood and ſufferings, and how you 
have ſlighted his love, and neglected to make ſure 
your calling and election, your title and intereſt 
to his reſt and kingdom? Yes, my brethrn, en- 
ter into judgment with your own ſouls, and let 
no one leſs. then the Holy Ghoſt be your comfor- 
ter, but fink. as poor condemned and guilty cri- 
minals before the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, and there 
pour out your prayers and tears, there open your 
afflicted and grieved minds, and let him refreſh you, 
let his ſpirit teach you to believe to tne ſaving of 
your fouls, let him lay his hands on you and bleſs 
you, let him ſprinkle you from all your idols, and 
cleanſe you from all your filthineſs, and make you 
new and clean hearts, of all which he will be in 
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you the faithful and true witneſs, that ſo having re- 
iq pented of dead works, obtained faith in Chriſt, and 
been baptized into his death, &c. ye may chearfully 
expect the reſurrection and judgment to come, and 
therein ſtand bold as a lion, or as a bride: waiting 
for the Bridegroom ; till then preſs forward to know 
more and more of Jeſus and his great ſacrifice, which 
is perfection, and in which ye ſhall! ſtand compleat 
in the day of his coming with great joy, and be found 
to his glory for ever. Amen. 
O THOU great Biſhop and Apoſtle of our pro- 

feſſion, whoſe doctrines ſhall be dezrer to me than 
gold, and more precious than fine gold, inſtruct me 
rightly in all things which concern my eternal ſafety, 
Let me fo hear. all thy words and ſayings as becomes 
| a believer, Let no human wiſdom biaſs me, or lead 
| aſide from crediting implicitly allthy ſcriptures. Let 
| thy Spirit teach me inwardly the true meaning of all 
| thy doctrines, let him write them upon my heart and 
| 


mind, and give me to experience thy truth and faith- 
fulneſs in all thy gracious promiſes, Grant me true 
repentence. Make my heart ſoft and tender and like 
melted wax, that it may receive every impreſſion of 
thy love, Let me never be diſpoſed to go back inta 
the world, or conform any more to their manners, 
O rather transform my heart, and let it be de- 
voted wholly to thee. Make me in love with thee. 
Give me a living faith in thy death and divinity, 
and let me live aſſured of thy favour, ald die or 
rather depart rejoicing in thy ſalvation. Have a par- 
ticular care of me, and ſo bleſs and endow me with 
thy Spirit that I may be led ſafely and dwell alone 
and only for thee in the world. Give me alto a part 
in the firſt reſurrection, and let not the judgement 
to come hurt me. Grant this, my good and dear 
Maſter and Miniſter Jeſus, for thy name ſake, that 
my ſoul may bleſs thee for ever. Amen, 
. 


